Migratory Bird Deaths and the Industrial Factor
Migratory bird deaths have been associated with various industrial
factors, including:
Mining Operations
Oil and gas production sites

Power distribution lines

Wind farms.

Migratory Bird Deaths and the Industrial Factor (cont.)
 The discovery of large numbers of

electrocuted raptors in the early 1970’s
brought various agencies together to begin
addressing the issue. Some of the
agencies included the Edison Electric
Institute, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS), National Audubon Society,
Rural Utilities Service, and U.S. Bureau
of Land Management.
 The combined efforts and results of these

agencies were documented in the first
edition of the Suggested Practices (1975).

Migratory Bird Deaths and the Industrial Factor (cont.)
 Though the issue of bird electrocutions was being recognized, it continued

to be a problem into the 1980’s and 1990’s.
 Because of the threat posed to native migratory bird populations, the U.S.

Fish and Wildlife/Office of Law Enforcement (USFWS/OLE) began
investigating migratory bird electrocutions.
 These investigations resulted in criminal and civil penalties

being assessed against utility companies, mainly for ignoring
to address the issue at hand and install inexpensive equipment
on structures that were deemed a threat to migratory birds.
 One such investigation was the U.S. v. Moon Lake Electric Association, Inc.

(1998).

So now what…..?
After years of taking the investigative approach and having success, the
USFWS/OLE (as well as other agencies) felt it was time to take a different
approach with electric companies. This was mainly due to the fact that electric
companies were making a concentrated effort to protect wildlife. These new
approaches included the following:
 Providing outreach
 Meeting with companies to discuss these issues
 Initially, establishing Memorandums of Understanding (MOU)
 Currently, requesting that companies establish Avian Protection Plans (APP)
 Request that the companies address problematic structures in a timely manner

So now what…..? (cont.)
 Though the USFWS/OLE may conduct

investigations pertaining to bird electrocutions,
charges and/or fines may not be filed if the utility
company is willing to correct the problematic
structures, report all bird electrocutions, and
comply with any other agreements set forth by
the USFWS/OLE (usually in the form of an
MOU or APP).
 If an investigation is conducted and it leads to

criminal charges being filed against an electric
company, this is most likely due to the company
failing to act promptly or failing to act at all in
addressing issues.
 When bird deaths occur due to the “industrial

factor”, they are still considered takes under the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, whether or not the
incident was unintentional.

USFWS Bird Fatality/Injury Reporting Program
 Released in 2003, the program is webbased and can be accessed over the
internet using a Microsoft Internet
Explorer web browser.
 The Bird Reporting program was
developed to provide a user-friendly,
easily-accessed, method of allowing the
members of the electric utility industry to
voluntarily report bird mortalities and
injuries resulting from electrocutions or
collisions with electrical utility
equipment.
 Use of the program is free.
 Website: https://birdreport.fws.gov

SUCCESS!!!!
 To date in New Mexico, seven electric utility companies have signed up





and are using the USFWS Bird Fatality/Injury Reporting Program.
Several other companies are self-reporting bird incidents to the
USFWS/OLE via telephone or e-mail.
Several companies have established APPs.
No criminal prosecutions have been pursued in over ten years.
Two companies have established their APPs so that all older structures will
eventually be addressed and replaced/modified to comply with suggested
practices as budgets allowed (taking a proactive approach rather than a
reactive approach).
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 http://www.fws.gov/r2le/

